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Herstory
In 1998, one year after the first Austrian referendum
on women’s issues, women artists founded the
association LINK.* Verein für weiblichen Spielraum.
Taking up an idea and strategy developed by Barbara
Klein, LINK.* called for the creation of a center for art
and politics dedicated explicitly to women artists –
their works, life plans, utopia and visions – so as to
enhance their public visibility. The motto “Women
Need Space” summed up their aspirations in a popular
way. Within a short time this idea found active support
in all social strata – which clearly showed how strong
the need for a women’s space was in the late 1990s!

A struggle waged by hundreds of activists over a
period of four years, backed by a petition with
several thousand signatures, resulted in a number
of art initiatives, demonstrations and interventions in public space. The wave of civil disobedience culminated in the former porno cinema
Rondell being occupied by artists for ten days and
nights. Police put an end to this protest but the
activities that followed contributed to an
alternative building being found – the former
Kosmos cinema, centrally located in one of
Vienna’s liveliest districts.

KosmosTheater is the leading Viennese theater with a special focus on gender issues.

KosmosTheater is committed to contemporary art in all genres as well as to interdisciplinary projects.

After years of struggle the Kosmos Frauenraum, later
renamed KosmosTheater, was established – the first of
its kind in Europe – and with this a good setting was
created for production, performance, networking and
research.

“I ask myself how it’s possible that even today people
have to take to the streets to protest for their interests, to
demonstrate, exert pressure, only because of their being, due
to the biological fact that they are women.”
Elfriede Jelinek in her opening speech, on May 15, 2000

Art
Contemporary theater, performance, dance, music,
visual arts – usually in interdisciplinary form –, comedy,
cabaret and clowning are presented as in-house
productions and as co-productions or brought to Vienna
as part of international festivals and as guest performances from Austria and abroad.

The productions often deal with role models from the
present day and from the past, with utopias, gender
troubles as well as feminist worldviews.
Composers from the last centuries are also presented
alongside works of new music, reflecting the
development of dance and performance with its different

work methods and contents. Theater productions,
usually world premiere or first-time performance, are
in part based on written pieces by young authors, but
also in part develop material taken from texts and
improvisations. Here it can noted that female directors
increasingly refuse to work with the existing subject
matter and texts 80 % of which is written by male
authors.
In all original productions and co-productions of the
KosmosTheater our goal is to enable a woman artist
to be part of the leading team.

Networking
KosmosTheater began its networking in 2000 in the
early days of the ‘Frauenraum’. Since then it has grown
more professional and international. The world-wide
web has assumed an increasingly significant role, but
the internet can hardly be seen as a good ersatz for the
personal encounters among cultural workers and the
artistic exchange in work on specific projects. International festivals and culture meeting thus constitute
an important programmatic focus.

KosmosTheater sees itself as a creative place for networking on a local and international level.

KosmosTheater addresses and explores role clichés in its productions.

HER POSITION IN TRANSITION
International Women’s Art Festival 2006
About 80 women artists from 20 countries
(from Iceland to Argentina, from Vilnius to New
York) showed dance and theater performances,
video shows, installations and exhibitions at
some 20 different sites in Vienna Neubau.
CLOWNIN – International Women’s Clown
Festival, biannually since 2006
Only three women’s clown festivals exist all
over the world, one of which takes place
biannually in Vienna. Since 2006 the artistic
exchange between Andorra, Rio de Janeiro and
Vienna has been highly successful and has
resulted in sold-out theaters.

Festivals
IF ! – International Puppet Theater Festival of
Women Artists, biannually since 2009
Hand puppets and marionette puppet theater,
object and material theater have merged, now
constituting an emancipated, cross-disciplinary
art genre, whose representatives found their
own platform for the first time in 2009.
PHONOFEMME
International Sound Art Festival 2009
In cooperation with the platforms enterprise z
(AT), Deep Listening Institute (US) and Mani

D.O.O. (HR), international stars such as Lydia
Lunch, Olga Neuwirth, Pauline Oliveros, Mia
Zabelka, Miya Masaoka and Paola Bianchi were
invited to perform together in an interdisciplinary field spanning music, visual arts, literature,
dance and media art.
TANZWUT annually since 2009
In 2009 curator Silvia Both and director Barbara
Klein adopted the “tanzpool” festival which
had established contemporary dance at the
KosmosTheater. Renowned choreographers and
young-generation artists are given the opportunity to show their own works. Thanks to their
rich diversity references to the visual arts, video
art, performance art and song emerge.

Team
Artistic and Managing Director: Barbara Klein
Communications: Beate Schneider (Head) and
Nela Eggenberger
Accountant: Sonja Ferra
Production Manager: Silke Felber
Technicians: Helen Farnik (Head) and Susanne Tauber
Ticketing: Stephanie Hofbauer and Birgit Wieser
Barkeeper: Jadwiga Majewska
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Facts

KosmosTheater
Siebensterngasse 42
1070 Vienna
Austria
T +43 (0)1 523 12 26
F +43 (0)1 523 12 26-16
office@kosmostheater.at
www.kosmostheater.at

The modern multi-functional theater with a total surface
area of 850 square meters is equipped with a flexible
theater hall (200 sqm) and two bars, distributed on two
levels. Theater space can be rented out during certain
periods of the year.
The KosmosTheater is subsidized by the City of Vienna
and by the Federal Ministry for Education, Art and
Culture.
The current program and a comprehensive archive can
be found under www.kosmostheater.at.

Photos by Bettina Frenzel, except (in reading direction): (1) Julian Cash | (6) Artur Ferrão | (10) Moritz Gieselmann | (11) Johannes Zinner/Stephanie Kiessling |
(12) Florian Mair/systeme_d | (14) Armin Bardel | (17) Miguel Ángel Gaspar | (20) Andrés Kyle | (23) Tobias Madörin | (25) FOX medialab

KosmosTheater supports and promotes female artists, also by placing women in top positions.

